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A EUROPEAN’S OPINION

Essay by BERND WEINMAYER

[7's AN HONOR TO WRITE A FEW WORDS
ABOUT THE OUTSIDER'S VIEW OF THE
AMERICAN PEPE SCENE. IT IS MY PERSONAL
VIEW FROM OUTSIDE IN A DOUBLE
MEANING. I'M FROM EUROPE AND I M NOT A
TYPICAL PIPE MAKER. MY FLAME WORKING
BACKGROUND 15 COMING FROM A SCIENTIFIC
GLASSBLOWING EDUCATION, PRODUCING

FIPES SOMETIMES FOR FLUN,

My first contact with pipe making was
during my working trip to Beaver Creek,
Colo. in 2000, when almost everybody,
from poor to rich, from the tourists to
the police officers, were asking me to
make pipes for them. Since that time

I have been looking at this scene and

its development. At the beginning,

the working conditions and the types

of communities involved pulled my
interest much more than the product
itself. Most of the glass pipes were
similar “carcinoma-shaped” and made in
the “dirty” borosilicate colors that were
available at this time. Still, I was fully
fascinated with the places were these
pieces were produced—garage workshops
of many artists with different social
backgrounds and motivations sharing one

space, unlike anything I had ever seen.

Nobody had an idea what would grow

from the few, crazy guys making some

|}ip[‘15 on their torches 15 years ago.

Over the years these artists expanded
their styles and skills, so that now their
knowledge of using boro colour glass is
higher than anywhere else in the world.
At the beginning, pipe making was seen
as a taboo job, but more and more artists
used this self-educated niche as a jumping
board to reach a level with access to the
gallery and museum circuit. Now pipe
making can be seen as art. Many gallery
keepers welcome glass pipes in their
collections, and I'm sure every gallery or
museum would be proud to have a pipe

from William Morris in their collection.

Pipe making is now a typical American
phenomenon of our time. The pipe makers
have learned to act successfully outside
common marketing, though. They are
using modern media platforms better

than all other glass artists. A huge crowd
of young, hungry people are playing on the
flame and dis(‘.nv;.:ring a totally new range
of products and styles. At the same time,
as pipe makers demand improved color and
glass r|lt:1|ii)-’, many companies {‘{msr:mrl)-'
cxpand the material framework for the
movement by making the new equipment
these artists require. In return, the artists
have fun playing with a growing range of

beautiful colors and better-quality glass.I

have observed this phenomenon in a small

area around Portland, Ore., where pride

in the glass scene infects people like

a positive virus, There I've seen glass,
alternative music and environmental
communities thrive, and pipe making has
transformed into a revolution. The unique
artwork coming out of glass workshops
has its own identity and story, and defies
the problems of the global mass-producing
market. Glass is only a little piece of this
big puzzle, but by bringing in new creative
inputs, it draws attention from around

the globe. This is why I'm trying to
promote pipe making and wish to bring
this

I hope this phenomenon will spread to

kind of workshop system to Austria.

other countries. People will remember
our time now by the energy we're using

to make these beautiful pipes. @
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BERND WEINMAYER

“HAVING YOUR OWN STYLE 1S NECESSARY TO SURVIVE IN THIS [’R!)I'[’.SHI()N."

Why do you blow pipes? When | have an idea about a perfect shape, then | will try to realize it in glass. It doesn’t
matter if the themes are pipes, bottles, sculptural glass, plasma neon or other stuff. What i-un.rrfc;‘"wur do {',l"_y-'m;
coulen’t Mrmrg.-"ﬁx.\' :f:nrmm‘cs’ | would recycle trash to furniture and try to learn as much craftsmanship as possible.
Would you go to jail Jfor this, or would you give up glass blowing? You must be stupid to go to jail for this. Life is so
exciting—you have to be flexible in our days. | What sacrifices have you made to blow glass? None—it was only a kind
of changing of priorities. In the past, hanging out with friends in nature and outdoor sports was number one;
learning flameworking was a number two priority. Now this has changed, but | see this not as a sacrifice—it is more
of a natural development process. | always try not to work too hard—being a workaholic destroys your creativity.
Do you think there’s a lot of style-biting going on in glassblowing? Yes, that is the reason that there are such fewer new
influences coming from the European glass community. They “learned” from the past and take their special
techniques, if they have ones, to their grave, but this “learning process” is wrong and helps nobody. Only open
sources and sharing with techniques will push it all together. It was similar with the old European glass centers
of Murano and Lauscha. Hundreds, even thousands, of glass artists were able to live in one very small place
because they shared their techniques and pushed each other. Having your own style is necessary to survive in this
profession. Everyone who copies is the second winner or the first loser. The key for success is sharing techniques
and shaping your own unique style. | Are you seeing museum-worthy pipes? When do you think glass pipes will have their
pfm'c inmusewms? 1t is only a question of time. | will be not wondering when this will take place in the next few years.
In the future the people will be remembering our time now as a very interesting glass movement which was grown
by independent, alternative garage workshops. This flameworked glass is not only a glass development—it is also
a life style, similar to music, which reflects our thinking, problems and other personal behaviors. The production
process is a mirror of our current condition and time. | How bas the progressive nature of pipe making influenced the
grmw.{") rgﬁ 5{1’(:,\‘.\‘ color and f’mnpwm‘és}.'g I('t‘f:.lmfngv? Every flameworker should be than kful to have this special alternative
pipe community as a range of professional colleagues. In my eyes these people are responsible for so many new

techniques and developments that have made each flame worker’s life now much easier. | What's the strangest place

_msx'w ever made a sale? Working in underpants at 4 am. in my workshop in Beaver Creek, Colo. behind a window

at the ice rink. Some people woke me up in the night and ordered a pipe which | tried to make immediately. After
the police stopped the session and kicked out the crowd, one of the security guys also ordered a special pipe in
a naked woman shape. | What other ways have you used your pipes? When my brother and | are celebrating with our

mum we used the hand bubblers for smoking cigars. My mum likes all my pipes. She thinks that it makes the life

of cigarettes smokers healthier because the water is cleaning the smoke.







